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new Schramm technology. It depends on how good 
the business climate is for 2007. A drastic downturn 
in new home construction would make him hold 
off  another year. If business increases, or at least 
continues as it has in 2006, the probability is good 
that he will move forward on purchasing the drill.

The drill rig’s cooling fan speed is continuously 
regulated to a minimum speed that is just adequate 
to hold operating temperatures of the engine, 
compressor and hydraulic oil system within preset 
values. This not only reduces fuel consumption but 
considerably lowers the operating noise created by 
the drill rig.

Any activities associated with tripping pipe 
are done in steps automatically, as far as rotation 
gearbox travel positions and lazy-susan pipe 
position indexing. One of the benefi ts of the trip-
mode is the operator is no longer 
obligated to look up towards the 
now high-positioned rotation 
gearbox as it is being positioned 
to receive the next drill rod from 
the carousel. Simply, the operator 
actuates each step from the 
i-Control centre panel, while all 
positioning and indexing are 
carried out automatically.

There is also an on-board 
diagnostics system within the 
i-Control centre, for monitoring the 
electrical and hydraulic systems as 
well as all functions of the engine, 
fan and vital in-operation drilling 
data. What all these benefi ts 
translate into for John is a drill with 
high production capabilities and a very low learning 
curve for new operators. “I operated the new drill 
day-in, day-out for four months after Schramm asked 
me to evaluate the drill rig’s performance,” he says. “I 
have been very impressed with its production rate. 
I was getting as much as 220 ft/h from it, which is 
more than I can get from my own drill. Don’t get me 
wrong, the Schramm 660 drill has been great, but it 
is not on the same level as the new model drill rig. 
One of the reasons is, the i-Control system can think 
a lot faster than any operator and that makes the 

drilling process more effi  cient. Another reason is, it is 
much easier to learn to operate.”

This past spring, Schramm had John participate in 
a major demonstration of the T455i drill rig in New 

Hampshire. The demonstration allowed 
some of the operators to do actual 
hands-on drilling. The experienced 
operators quickly caught on how to 
operate the drill. 

However, John says the most 
signifi cant event was when a 19-year 
old, who had little to no experience, took 
control of the drill rig and was operating 
it fl awlessly. John was impressed. He 
says: “That kid caught on quicker than 
any of the experienced operators. His 
dad is a well driller and just looked 
amazed. The point is, I believe the kid 
could drill as well as me if he had a 
week to learn how to operate the drill. I 
realise there is more to drilling than just 
operating the drill and there is plenty to 

learn but as far as operating the drill, it should take 
no more than a week. I fi gure it would take many 
months for him to learn and be profi cient using my 
conventional drill rig.”

There is a very important reason why John 
wants to eventually purchase the new technology 
Schramm drill rig. He has a son, and a brother 
with two sons, who will soon be coming into the 
business, and they can learn quickly the drilling. The 
three boys will be the fi fth generation of the family 
to run the company.
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“Grandpa 
declared 
it [the 
rotary drill 
technology] 
was ‘the best 
thing that has 
happened in 
the drilling 
industry”

John Buehler 
with the T66OW
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